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'Respect for human life a must to
achieve universal peace'

TNN | Updated: Oct 23, 2016, 05:55 IST

BENGALURU: World peace can be attained only through sustained commitment to the
dignity of human life. This idea was the overarching theme of the symposium organized
by Bharat Soka Gakkai, the Indian affiliate of the Soka Gakkai International (SGI). Held
in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Management-Bangalore (IIMB) on Friday,
the programme 'Universal Respect for Human Dignity: The Great Path to Peace' was
based on the 2016 peace proposal presented by SGI president Daisaku lkeda.

It aimed at addressing global concerns centred on violence, conflict and disregard for
human rights. lkeda, who formulates a proposal each year, looks beyond diagnosing
obstacles to peace, choosing instead to provide solutions that will effect a change in
the attitude.

Smita Srinivas, head, school of economic development at the Indian Institute of human
Settlements, Corinne Kumar, founder, World Courts of Women, and Ramnath
Narayanswamy, professor, economics and social sciences, IIMB, were the three
speakers at the symposium. Smita focussed on issues pertaining to economic
development and health. While reiterating the significance of a dialogue process, she
said: "The ways in which different professions frame the issues shape how they can
respond to the essential needs of society."

DECCAN HERALD

Sat October 22, 2016

'Peace' symposium addresses global issues

Bengaluru: A peace symposium organised in the city on Friday addressed some global
concerns of violence, conflict and disregard for human rights, that are plaguing our
society.

The symposium 'Universal Respect for Human Dignity: The Great Path to Peace' was
based on the 2016 Peace Proposal by Soka Gakkai International (SGI) president Daisaku
Ikeda who has been formulating a peace proposal every year and submitting it to United
Nations.

In his 2016 peace proposal, lkeda proposed three areas that require prompt and
coordinated action from governments and the civil society.

His proposals were titled: Humanitarian aid and human rights protection, ecological
integrity, and disaster risk reduction. SGI, is a Buddhist association of more than 12
million members spread in 192 countries.

Among the key speakers were Smita Srinivas, Head, School of Economic Development,
Indian Institute for Human Settlements, Corinne Kumar, Founder, World Courts of
Women; and Ramnath Narayanswamy, Professor Economics and Social Sciences, [IMB
who shared their insights on the peace proposal, at the programme organised by Soka
Gakkai International's (SGI) Indian affiliate, Bharat Soka Gakkai (BSG), in
collaboration with the Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB) .

Smita Srinivas focused on issues in economic development and health as a way to
respond to the wider concerns that were raised in the proposal on human dignity. She
pointed out that a changing world of multilateralism, away from the nation-state, could
offer increased opportunities in professional engagement with overt value propositions.
Ikeda, who was conferred with the Peace award from United Nations in 1983, has been
striving to formulate peace proposals that go beyond diagnosing obstacles to peace and
instead provide solutions that encompass attitudinal changes.
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Respect for human dignity holds
key to peace

Press Trust of India | Bengaluru
October 22, 2016 Last Updated at 00:22 IST

World peace can be achieved only through a firm commitment to respecting human life and its dignity, it was stressed at a peace symposium here today.

It was organised by Bharat Soka Gakkai (BSG), the Indian affiliate of Soka Gakkai International (SGI), a global association of grassroots organisations which seeks to promote the values of
peace and respect for all, in collaboration with Indian Institute of Management,Bangalore (IIMB).

Titled 'Universal Respect for Human Dignity: The Great Path to Peace’, the symposium was based on the 2016 Peace Proposal by SGI president Daisaku lkeda. It aimed to address the
global concerns of violence, conflict and disregard for human rights, the organisation said in a release. In his 2016 peace proposal, Ikeda looks at three areas which require prompt and
coordinated action by governments and the civil society: Humanitarian aid and human rights protection, ecological integrity and disaster risk reduction.

In her keynote address, Smita Srinivas, Head, School of Economic Development, Indian Institute for Human Settlements, focused on issues of economic development and health as a
way to respond to the wider concerns that were raised in the proposal on human dignity. According to her, while dialogue is essential, "The ways in which different professions frame
the issues shape how they -- with specific training and social privileges -- can respond to the essential needs of the society." Srinivas pointed out that a changing world of multi-
lateralism, away from the nation-state, offered increased opportunities in professional engagement with overt value propositions. She said, "Increased dialogue needs instruments of
professional education explicitly combined with reflective value propositions. | place great value therefore on problem-framing and experiential learning."

Vishesh Gupta, chairperson, Bharat Soka Gakkai (BSG), said, "The preamble of the UNESCO charter opens with the famous declaration, 'Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the
minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed'. "How, then, are defences of peace that are truly lasting to be built?"

Corinne Kumar, founder, World Courts of Women, said, "We live in very violent times. Think of the Iraq wars. The words we use now are words that have never been used before. These
are times that focus on the rights of the privileged and the powerful. Times that are destroying the diversity of the world. We are living in times where dreams are turning into
nightmares.
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'Respect for human life a must to

achieve universal peace'

BENGALURU: World peace can be attained only through sustained
commitment to the dignity of human life. This idea was the overarching
theme of the symposium organized by Bharat Soka Gakkai , the Indian
affiliate of the Soka Gakkai International (SGI).Held in collaboration with
the Indian Institute of Management-Bangalore (IIMB) on Friday, the
programme 'Universal Respect for Human Dignity: The Great Path to
Peace' was based on the 2016 peace proposal presented by SGI president
Daisaku Ikeda.lt aimed at addressing global concerns centred on violence,
conflict and disregard for human rights. lkeda, who formulates a proposal
each year, looks beyond diagnosing obstacles to peace, choosing instead to
provide solutions that will effect a change in the attitude. Smita Srinivas,
head, school of economic development at the Indian Institute of human
Settlements, Corinne Kumar, founder, World Courts of Women, and
Ramnath Narayanswamy , professor, economics and social sciences, IIMB,
were the three speakers at the symposium.Smita focussed on issues
pertaining to economic development and health. While reiterating the
significance of a dialogue process, she said: "The ways in which different
professions frame the issues shape how they can respond to the essential
needs of society.". ..
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Dr Corinne Kumar, founder of
World Courts of Women, has
expressed concern over rising
armed conflicts and called for a
new model to create an inclusive
notion of development.
Addressing a symposium
‘Universal Respect for Human
Dignity: The Great Path to Peace’,
based on the 2016 peace proposal
by Soka Gakkai International
(SGI) President Daisaku Ikeda, at
[IM-B here on Friday, she said,

“We live in violent times. Think of
the Iraq wars. These are times
that focus on the rights of the
privileged and the powerful and
they are destroying the diversity
of the world.”

Regarding Dr Ikeda she said
that he stresses on the need for
dialogue with other concepts of
power and religious institutions.
Since 1983 Tkeda has been formu-
lating a peace proposal that also
provides solutions. The sympo-
sium was organised by the SGI's
Indian affiliate Bharat Soka
Gakkal.
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Respect for human dignity holds key to
peace

Bengaluru, Oct 21 (PTI) World peace can be achieved only through a firm commitment to respecting human life and its dignity, it was stressed at a peace
symposium here today. It was organised by Bharat Soka Gakkai (BSG), the Indian affiliate of Soka Gakkai International (SGI), a global association of grassroots
organisations which seeks to promote the values of peace and respect for all, in collaboration with Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore (IIMB). Titled
Universal Respect for Human Dignity: The Great Path to Peace, the symposium was based on the 2016 Peace Proposal by SGI president Daisaku Ikeda. It aimed
to address the global concerns of violence, conflict and disregard for human rights, the organisation said in a release. In his 2016 peace proposal, Ikeda looks at
three areas which require prompt and coordinated action by governments and the civil society: Humanitarian aid and human rights protection, ecological
integrity and disaster risk reduction.

In her keynote address, Smita Srinivas, Head, School of Economic Development, Indian Institute for Human Settlements, focused on issues of economic
development and health as a way to respond to the wider concerns that were raised in the proposal on human dignity. According to her, while dialogue is
essential, "The ways in which different professions frame the issues shape how they -- with specific training and social privileges -- can respond to the essential
needs of the society.” Srinivas pointed out that a changing world of multi-lateralism, away from the nation-state, offered increased opportunities in
professional engagement with overt value propositions. She said, "Increased dialogue needs instruments of professional education explicitly combined with
reflective value propositions. | place great value therefore on problem-framing and experiential learning."

Vishesh Gupta, chairperson, Bharat Soka Gakkai (BSG), said, "The preamble of the UNESCO charter opens with the famous declaration, Since wars begin in the
minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed. "How, then, are defences of peace that are truly lasting to be built?“

Corinne Kumar, founder, World Courts of Women, said, "We live in very violent times. Think of the Irag wars. The words we use now are words that have never
been used before. These are times that focus on the rights of the privileged and the powerful. Times that are destroying the diversity of the world. We are
living in times where dreams are turning into nightmares." PTI RA VS RC
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Bengaluru, Oct 21 (PTI) World peace can be achieved only through a firm commitment to respecting human life and its dignity, it was
stressed at a peace symposium here today.

It was organised by Bharat Soka Gakkai (BSG), the Indian affiliate of Soka Gakkai International (SGI), a global association of grassroots
organisations which seeks to promote the values of peace and respect for all, in collaboration with Indian Institute of Management,
Bangalore (IIMB). Titled 'Universal Respect for Human Dignity: The Great Path to Peace', the symposium was based on the 2016 Peace
Proposal by SGI president Daisaku lkeda. It aimed to address the global concerns of violence, conflict and disregard for human rights, the
organisation said in a release. In his 2016 peace proposal, Ikeda looks at three areas which require prompt and coordinated action by
governments and the civil society: Humanitarian aid and human rights protection, ecological integrity and disaster risk reduction.

In her keynote address, Smita Srinivas, Head, School of Economic Development, Indian Institute for Human Settlements, focused on issues
of economic development and health as a way to respond to the wider concerns that were raised in the proposal on human dignity.
According to her, while dialogue is essential, "The ways in which different professions frame the issues shape how they -- with specific
training and social privileges -- can respond to the essential needs of the society." Srinivas pointed out that a changing world of multi-
lateralism, away from the nation-state, offered increased opportunities in professional engagement with overt value propositions. She
said, "Increased dialogue needs instruments of professional education explicitly combined with reflective value propositions. | place great
value therefore on problem-framing and experiential learning."

Vishesh Gupta, chairperson, Bharat Soka Gakkai (BSG), said, "The preamble of the UNESCO charter opens with the famous declaration,
'Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed'. "How, then, are defences
of peace that are truly lasting to be built?"

Corinne Kumar, founder, World Courts of Women, said, "We live in very violent times. Think of the Irag wars. The words we use now are
words that have never been used before. These are times that focus on the rights of the privileged and the powerful. Times that are
destroying the diversity of the world. We are living in times where dreams are turning into nightmares.



BSG organises peace symposium in association

with IIM, Bangalore

Author | exchangedmedia News Service | Monday, Oct 24,2016 11:27 AM

World peace can be created only through a firm
commitment to respecting human life and its dignity'-
this was the theme of a peace symposium arganised,
by the Soka Gakkai International’s (3GI) Indian
affiliate, Bharat Soka Gakkai (BSG), in collaboration
with the Indian Institute of Management Bangalore
[IIMB) on Friday. The symposium, titled  ‘Universal
Respect for Human Dignity: The Great Path to Peace,’
was based on the 2015 Peace Proposal by 5GI
President Daisaku |keda. The symposium aimed to
address the global concerns of viclence, conflict and
disregard for human rights. Each year lkeda formulates a peace proposal that goes beyond diagnosing
obstacles to peace, and instead provides solutions that encompass attitudinal change. In his 2016 peace
proposal, Mr lkeda looks at three areas that require prompt and coordinated action by governments and
civil society: Humanitarian aid and human rights protection, ecological integrity, and disaster risk
reduction. The three speakers at the Symposium, Dr Smita Srinivas, Head, School of Economic
Development, Indian Institute for Human Settlements; Dr Corinne Kumar, Founder, World Courts of
Women; and Prof. Bamnath, Marayanswamy, Economics and Social Sciences, IIMB, shared their insights
on the peace proposal.

In her keynote address, Dr Srinivas focused on issues in economic development and health as a way to
respond to the wider concerns that were raised in the proposal on human dignity. According to her,
while dialogue is essential, “the ways in which different professions frame the issues shapes how they —
with specific training and social privileges — can respond to the essential needs of society.” Dr Srinivas
pointed cut that a changing world of multilateralism away from the nation-state, offers increased
opportunities in professional engagement with overt value progositions. She went on to say, “increased
dialogue neads instruments of professional education explicitly combined with reflective value
propasitions. | place great value therefore on problem-framing and experiential learning. | am very
fortunate to be associated with an organization like the Bharat Soka Gakkai that has been consistently
making efforts towards addressing global issues.”

Vishesh Gupta, Chairperson, Bharat Soka Gakkai (B5G) said, “The preamble of the UNESCO chapter
opens with the famous declaration, "Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that
the defences of peace must be constructed.” How, then, are defences of peace that are Bharat truly
lasting to be built?™

Frof. Ramnath echoed this view when he said, “The truth of life is not to be found outside but on the
inside.”

Dr. Corinne Kumar said, “We live in very viclent times. Think of the Irag wars. The words we use now are
words that have never been used before. These are times that focus on the rights of the privileged and
the powerful. Times that are destroying diversity of the world. We are living in times where dreams are
turning into nightmares. Dr lkeda stresses on the need for dialogue. On dialogue with other concepts of
power and religious institutions.”

Gupta added, “In the 2016 peace proposal which is the subject of today’'s discussion, President lkeda
highlights that by conducting one-on-one dialogue, we can build strong and unassailable defences of
peace in the heart of one individual after ancther.” He added, that “The Japanese word Soka means
value creation and value creation happens when this inner transformation, the human revolution in a
single individual leads to effective change and empowerment on a global scale. Inner change leads to
global change-empowering individuals for lasting peace.” Taken together, Mr Gupta felt that “it compels
us ta think of some key aspects of human life and hehavigur. The first aspect is whether we can
empower another life. 5econd, all action should be based on dialogue. Third, is to see the world from
the other person’s perspective, and finally, to believe in the power and passion of youth.” Gupta quoted
Mir. lkeda, who said “More than anything, it is the depth and intensity of the commitment and pledge
that lives in the hearts of the younger generation that will transform the world from one where global
issues threaten the lives and dignity of people to one in which all people can live in peace and fully
manifest their inherent dignity.”



THE 3t HINDU

A symposium based on 2016 Peace Proposal by Dr. Daisaku lkeda, held last week in the city, stressed that peace can only be created by respecting human life and its dignity

Everyday we read news of violence, conflict and devastation. Though it stirs our conscience, we feel a sense of powerlessness. But peace is not an unattainable goal. It begins with the firm determination to
respect human life and its dignity. Scholar, poet, and President of a Buddhist organisation, Soka Gakkai International (SGI) Dr. Daisaku lkeda in his peace proposals, which he has been submitting to the United
Nations every year, since 1983, goes beyond diagnosing problems, but instead provides solutions that are based on tapping humanism through dialogue and deeply caring for each individual.

In his 2016 Peace Proposal, titled, ‘Universal Respect for Human Dignity: The Great Path to Peace’, Dr. Ikeda posits that world peace can be created by respecting human life. He looks at three areas that require
prompt and co-ordinated action by both governments and civil society: “Humanitarian aid and human rights protection; ecological integrity and disaster risk reduction; disarmament and the prohibition of nuclear
weapons.”

A peace symposium was held in the auditorium at the Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore (IIMB) based on Dr. lkeda’s 2016 Peace Proposal. Three eminent speakers, Professor Ramnath Narayanswamy,
Professor [IMB, Economics and Social Sciences, Dr. Corinne Kumar, World Courts of Women and founder of Vimochana and Dr. Smita Srinivas, Head, School of Economic Development, Indian Institute for Human
Settlements, shared their insights based on the peace proposal.

Quoting the preamble of the UNESCO chapter, Vishesh Gupta, Chairperson Bharat Soka Gakkai (BSG), the Indian affiliate of SGI, said: “Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that defences
of peace must be constructed. Dr. Ikeda has explained how we can create unassailable peace in the hearts and minds of each individual which in turn will realise lasting peace.” Mr. Gupta added that the proposal
is centred on four core points. “The first aspect is whether we can empower another life. Let’s start with that one individual right in front of us, then we will create a chain reaction of positivity. Second, all action
should be based on heart-to-heart dialogue. Third, Dr. Ikeda stresses how can we appreciate another person’s point of view? How can we accept the person the way they are? And finally is to believe in the power
and passion of youth.”

Quoting the Sufi mystic poet, Rumi, Professor Ramnath observed that inner education is crucial. “You need to conquer the inner world to conquer the outer world,” he added. He also said that what is true of
nations is also true of individuals. “Unless nations are able to subdue their desire for conquest and to expand at all cost, there can be no lasting peace, and that is where Dr. Ikeda’s proposal for world peace
assumes critical importance.”

Highlighting a key point in the proposal that all life is interconnected, Professor Ramnath said: “When we realise the interconnectedness of the universe we live in, we experience the supreme truth that realize
the other is none other than me. Dialogue helps us to recognise and appropriate that truth.”

Dr. Corinne Kumar said that we live in times when violence is not only escalating, but the number of crimes are intensifying. “Think of the Iraq wars. These are times that focus on the rights of the privileged and
the powerful.” She focussed on how women in particular have been debased, devalued and dispossessed. “Can the trauma of womenlead us to re-imagining another way to justice?” she asked. “Only the
imagination stands between us and fear. Fear makes us behave like sheep, when we should instead be dreaming like poets.” She concluded with the powerful observation: “There is a new political imaginary:
truth commissions, public hearings, people’s tribunals, the courts of women, are all expressions of a new imaginary, refusing that human rights be defined and confined by the dominant hegemonic paradigms.”
She added: “Dr. Ikeda stresses the need for dialogue. On dialogue with other concepts of power and religious institutions.”

In her keynote address, Dr. Smita Srinivas focussed on learning and dialogue, and economic development. “Dialogue is the mechanism where people have the right to live in happiness. It is a learning-centred
approach, to enable people to accurately asses the impact of their actions and to empower them to affect positive change, to bring forth the courage to persevere in the face of adversity. It is the combination of
these that | think is especially powerful.”

She added that Dr. Ikeda puts out his arguments clearly. “He tells us where we might act.” She said she focuses on economic development because it includes all three points in the proposal. “Humanitarian
response is often in economic, if not other kinds, of action. The competitive pressures of economic development have also created the militaristic and antagonistic trade relations through which we end up having
problems with each other. When | say economic development, | do not mean growth. ”

“This is a new world,” Dr. Smita added, “slightly further away from the nation state. There is a new multilateralism afoot even for the sustainable development goals.” This shift, observed Dr. Smita, offers
“increased opportunities in professional engagement with overt value propositions.” Dialogue spurs self discovery, she said, adding that our professional domains in particular are ugly, and that it is here that we
should affect change. “In order to take Dr. Ikeda’s exhortation that dialogue is important, we need to convert it to our professional lives.”

“I'would like to point out two areas of economic study: Old Institutionalism where issues of political philosophy and economics are fully apparent. The other is evolutionary economics. Both of these have mounted
challenges to the orthodoxy of economics. Why are these methods more important? They are so powerful because they embrace variety. It involves experimentation and learning.”

The mood at the symposium was contemplative. It had the audience reflecting on the importance of looking within to understand how best to further the cause of peace.
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Seminar on Dr Daisaku lkeda's 2016 Peace Proposal
to be held in Bangalore

Author | exchangedmedia News Service | Thursday, Oct 20,2016 9:26 AM
Bharat Soka Gakkai is holding a peace symposium on 21
October 2016, between 6:30 pm and 8:00 pm at the Indian

Institute of Management - Bangalore auditorium,
Bannerghatta. The symposium centres around the 2016
BHARA‘[" Peace Proposal, titled Universal Respect for Human
SOKA Dignity: The Great Path to Peace, presented to the United

Nations by Dr Daisaku lkeda, president of the Soka Gakkai

GAK KA' International.

Dr Daisaku I|keda, President of the lay Buddhist

organization, Soka Gakkai International, believes we can

change this. Not necessarily by creating more laws and

institutions, but by using what exists more effectively, and
most importantly, by bringing about an attitudinal change within our own hearts. Our belief is that this
individual transformation will percolate to our immediate community and to society as a whole. Towards
this end, each year Dr lkeda sends a peace proposal to the United Nations that goes beyond diagnosing
obstacles to peace, to providing solutions.

In this year's proposal, Universal Respect for Human Dignity: The Great Path to Peace, Dr lkeda posits that
world peace can be created only by establishing the principle of respect for human life and its dignity. Dr
lkeda says that human beings have the right to happiness, and we need to create an expanding solidarity
of ordinary citizens committed to protecting that right. When individuals become aware of the impact of
their actions on the wider world, and persevere to conduct dialogue in the face of adversity, we can then
begin to create a world in which no one is left behind, an ideal articulated in the Sustainable Development
Goals adonted in Sentember 2015

Dr lkeda makes concrete proposals in three areas that require prompt and coordinated action by

government and civil society. Humanitarian aid and human rights protection, ecological integrity and
disaster risk reduction, and disarmament and the prohibition of nuclear weapons.

Speakers:
Dr Corinne Kumar, Founder, World Courts of Women
Prof. RamnathMarayanswamy, Economics and Social Science, IMB

Key Note Speaker:

Dr Smita Srinivas, Head, School of Economic Development, Indian Institute for Human Settlements



