


Ahmedabad, Jul 26 (PTI) The Bharat Soka Gakkai (BSG), the Indian affiliate of Soka Gakkai International (SGI), a global 
organisation promoting peace, today held a symposium here.

Dignitaries, during the symposium, shared their views on this year's peace proposal, titled "Era of Human Rights: Building a 
People's Movement", submitted by SGI president Daisaku Ikeda to the United Nations on January 26.

Bharat Soka Gakkai chairperson Vishesh Gupta said that this was the 36th peace proposal submitted to the UN by Ikeda.

Ikeda, in the peace proposal, has urged the UN to focus on key issues such as climate change, rights of refugees and their children, 
women's equality as well as the rights of the elderly, Gupta told reporters ahead of the symposium.

"This is a proposal made for the entire world, keeping global issues in mind. We are giving a direction based on which a road map 
can be developed by each country depending on their situation" said Gupta.

Prominent speakers who shared their views with the audience during the event included Indian Institute of Management-
Ahmedabad Director, Professor Errol D'Souza and Kartikeya Sarabhai, founder-director of the Centre for Environment Education.

The BSG's website claims that it is an organisation engaged in peace, culture and education activities based on the humanistic 
philosophy of Buddhism.

The website adds that the BSG is part of the larger Soka Gakkai International (SGI) network, a global organisation that seeks to 
promote the values of peace and respect for all people and comprises more than 12 million people in 192 countries.



Gujarat Global News Network, Ahmedabad

Role of education in promoting and maintaining peace is very crucial and the future
generation has to be taught non violence. This was the essence echoed by speakers at
a peace proposal symposium based on Soka Gakkai International President Daisaku
Ikeda’s 2018 peace proposal titled ‘Toward an Era of Human Rights: Building a People’s
Movement’. The symposium was held here today which was attended by a large gathering.
Director of the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, professor Errol D’Souza
said that Gujarat which was leading in trade in the world should also lead in peace. He
said that the state’s number one agenda should be peace. He stressed the importance
of a shared people’s movement which enriches everyone’s life by spreading joy and well
being.

Dr. Bhushan Punani, executive secretary of Blind People’s Association said that a holistic view of peace should be taken. “Peace cannot be selective.
What peace is for mentally retarded. They don’t know peace; it has no existence for them’. And there lies the real challenge. Such persons need to
be empowered and even if one person is not at peace, peace has no meaning, he added.

Global peace starts with self, feels Kartikeya Sarabhai, founder and director of centre of environment education. Every individual should feel peace
and anger is the root cause of various problems. ‘ we have to teach our children non-violence so that they become less violent when they grow up”.

“We do not have answer to violence. Buddhist thinking says that each person has goodness and badness in them. Peace and violence are in the same
person. If you look at Gujarat, it is a very peaceful state from outside but at the same time violence is happening in this city,” he added.

Violence has many forms but a single voice for peace is stronger than a thousand voices creating conflict, Dr. Preeti Shroff, Dean MICA school of
ideas said. Today we are struggling for peace and here role of education is critical. Gandhiji inspired us to lead. We should be influencing the world
for peace building but we all are struggling. Violence has become so prevelant or gets triggered so easily and digital communication has contributed
to it. We do need to intervene and I believe role of education is extremely critical. We all are thinking how can we bring learning about non-violence
as a way of life”, Preeti said.

According to Vishesh Gupta, chairman of Bharat Soka Gakkai peace can only come when one brings other people out of their sufferings and
encourage them to become happy. Every individual is a power and can create peace.

This year peace proposal includes issues of hate speech, refugee rights, rights of elderly, discrimination against women, right to live, climate change
etc,” Gupta said.
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Dignitaries, during the symposium, shared their views on this year's peace proposal, titled "Era of Human Rights:
Building a People's Movement", submitted by SGI president Daisaku Ikeda to the United Nations on January 26.
Bharat Soka Gakkai chairperson Vishesh Gupta said that this was the 36th peace proposal submitted to the UN by
Ikeda.
Ikeda, in the peace proposal, has urged the UN to focus on key issues such as climate change, rights of refugees and
their children, women's equality as well as the rights of the elderly, Gupta told reporters ahead of the symposium.
"This is a proposal made for the entire world, keeping global issues in mind. We are giving a direction based on which a
road map can be developed by each country depending on their situation" said Gupta.
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Environment Education.
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People's Movement", submitted by SGI President Daisaku Ikeda to the United Nations on January 26.
Bharat Soka Gakkai chairperson Vishesh Gupta said that this was the 36th peace proposal submitted to the UN by Ikeda. Ikeda,
in the peace proposal, has urged the UN to focus on key issues such as climate change, rights of refugees and their children,
women's equality as well as the rights of the elderly, Gupta told reporters ahead of the symposium.
"This is a proposal made for the entire world, keeping global issues in mind. We are giving a direction based on which a road
map can be developed by each country depending on their situation" said Gupta.
Prominent speakers who shared their views with the audience during the event included Indian Institute of Management-
Ahmedabad Director, Professor Errol D'Souza and Kartikeya Sarabhai, founder-director of the Centre for Environment
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SGI's Bharat Soka Gakkai holds symposium on human rights
Dignitaries, during the symposium, shared their views on this year's peace proposal, titled "Era of Human Rights: Building a 
People's Movement", submitted by SGI President Daisaku Ikeda to the United Nations on January 26.



If Gujarat is a state that considers itself as a trading state which is globally integrated
with the rest of the world, then of course Gujarat's number 1 agenda should be peace
, said director of the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, professor
Errol D’Souza. D'Souza was speaking at the peace proposal symposium based on Soka
Gakkai International President Daisaku Ikeda's 2018 peace proposal titled 'Toward an Era
of Human Rights: Building a People's Movement.' Each year since 1983, President Ikeda
has been writing peace proposals that diagnoses the core issues of the day and
suggests concrete solutions.
The symposium held at Ahmedabad Management Association had Bharat Soka Gakkai
chairperson Vishesh Gupta, Dr Bhushan Punani, Executive Secretary, Blind People’s
Association, Preeti Shroff, Dean, MICA and Kartikeye Sarabhai, Founder and Director
,Centre for Environment Education apart from D'Souza as speakers.
"Peace is a global phenomenon and one of the important things is to talk about it at the global level. Peace can only happen with interaction and
dialogue."
"The peace proposal this year includes issues of hate speech, refugee rights, xenophobia, discrimination, right to live, etc," Gupta chairperson
said.
Addressing the audience, Errol said, "The proposal talks about how migrants are denied basic human rights. States want migrants who are
talented which would lead up to welfare gains and fill up tax revenue. A typical state would like migrant who provides taxes and takes little social
welfare. So many states had a very clear policy about migrants. Low skilled migrants are not welcomed in most countries.
He added, "If they give equal rights to migrants as equal as a citizen, there will be no advantage of hiring a migrant and it will build prejudices.
The economy divides mental thought. Hence, there is a huge debate between access and human rights and it is not an easy debate. Only
foresight, hard resources and dialogue will help us."
Kartikeye Sarabhai said, "We are working on a pedagogy to imbibe non-violence in our children through schools so that a child when becomes
an adult is less likely to be violent. We do not have answer to violence. Buddhist thinking says that each person has goodness and badness in
them. Peace and violence are in the same person. If you look at Gujarat, it is a very peaceful state from outside but at the same time violence is
happening in this city."
"Talking about Gujarat, message of non-violence began from here and Gandhiji inspired us to lead. We should be influencing the world for peace
building but we all are struggling. Violence has become so prevelant or gets triggered so easily and digital communication has contributed to it.
We do need to intervene and I believe role of education is extremely critical. We all are thinking how can we bring learning about non-violence as
a way of life", Preeti Shroff, Dean, MICA said,, speaking about role of education in peace.

Gujarat's number 1 agenda should be peace: IIMA director Errol D'Souza



Renowned educators debated and brainstormed on the subject of world peace in a symposium organized by the Bharat Soka Gakkai (BSG) in Ahmedabad recently.
BSG, the Indian affiliate of the Soka Gakkai International (SGI), a UN recognized NGO, has over 2 million members who work in the field of education and humanitarian work
based on Buddhist philosophy. The peace symposium was held to discuss the 36th peace proposal written and submitted to the UN by SGI’s president Dr Daisaku Ikeda.

Covering issues like nuclear disarmament, education for migrants, women empowerment, the peace proposal was lauded by the speakers for the evening Dr Bhushan Punani,
executive secretary, Blind People's Association, Prof Errol D'Souza, director, Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad, Dr Preeti Shroff, dean, MICA and Kartikeya Sarabhai,
founder and director, Centre for Environment Education.
Prof D’Souza said, “No nation, no institution can take away one’s right to be human. Dr Ikeda in his proposal discusses how when one nation wants to develop nuclear arms, so
does the other in a bid to be protected and that begins an arms race. In the end, many lives are lost. By having such foresight, Dr Ikeda makes it clear that to be human, we
should know the consequences of our actions.”
Touching upon the issue of migrants, Prof D’Souza wondered if there were any straight answers. “All states want migrants that will fill their coffers, they want to spend little,
extract maximum talent. In most states, low-skilled worker migrants are not welcome. But in an exemplary country like Sweden where everybody is welcome, the figures say
that 60% low skilled migrants arrived in just the last 10 years. So it is not impossible to work out a system that gives dignity and rights to every human,” he said.
Dr Bhushan Punani, who has decades of illustrious work in the field of improving the lives of physically impaired people, said peace cannot be discussed unless we speak of the
25 million who have a disability of some kind in the world. His suggestions were simple and effective. “We need education, medical care and compassion for the disabled
instead of attaching stigma to them,” he said. He went on to cite an incident where a fire at a mental asylum in Erwady had claimed 25 lives because these were patients
chained to their beds. “Several petitions later, an Act has been introduced that has made chaining of mentally ill patients illegal. Another landmark judgment by Justice Mohit
Shah has allowed a blind girl named Palak Jain to study and become the first visually impaired physiotherapist in the world. It is efforts like these that will bring about peace for
all, marginalized minorities included,” Dr Punani said.
Speaking of how women are natural leaders, Dr Preeti Shroff urged everyone to not stereotype the girl child or burden her with redundant social norms. “Women make
creative societies, not cut-throat ones. Let the girls grow up and become leaders instead of being stressed about gender roles,” she said.
The keynote speaker, Padma Shri Kartikeya Sarabhai spoke of how the Earth Charter, an organization he has been a part of, has twin ideals to the SGI. “The movement for peace
cannot come externally. This kind of a debate that Dr Ikeda’s peace proposal has begun, is the cornerstone of thinking up solutions. Dialogue is the best way ahead,” he said.
Vishesh Gupta, head, BSG, summarized the peace proposal’s human rights-focused approach to resolving global issues with a belief, that, such an approach, rooted in concern
for the life and dignity of each individual, ‘can bring about the fusion of ethics and policy that is required for an effective response.’

People led movements will foster peace in the future, believe educators



વિશ્વશ ાંવિ મ ટે ક મ કરિી આંિરર ષ્ટ્રીય સાંસ્થ સોક ગક્ક ઈ
ઈન્ટરનેશનલન પ્રમખુ દ સ કુ ઈકેડ છેલ્લ દર િરે્ષ યએુનમ ાં
શ ાંવિની દરખ સ્િ રજૂ કરે છે. આ દરખ સ્િ દ્વ ર વિશ્વસ્િરે શ ાંવિ
િથ મ નિ અવિક ર ઉપર ચચ ા થ ય િેિ પ્રયત્ન કરિ મ ાં આિે
છે. આ િખિની પીસ પ્રપોઝલ ટુિર્ડાઝ એન એર ઓફ હ્યમુન
ર ઈટ્સ- બિલલ્ડિંગ પીપલ્સ મિૂમેન્ટ વિર્ષય પર આિ રરિ છે.
અમદ િ દમ ાં 26મી જુલ ઈન રોજ સોક ગક્ક ઈની ભ રિીય શ ખ 
‘ભ રિ સોક ગક્ક ઈ’ દ્વ ર એએમએન જે િી ઓરડટોરીયમ ખ િે
આ પીસ પ્રપોઝલ પર એક વસમ્પોવસયમનુાં આયોજન કર યુાં હત ુાં.
જેમ ાં આઇઆઇએમ-એન રડરેક્ટર પ્રો. ઇરોલ રડસોઝ , બ્લ ઇન્ડ
વપપલ એસોવશએસનન ાં એક્ક્ઝક્યટુીિ સેકે્રટરી ભરુ્ષણ પનુ ની િથ 
મ ઇક ન રડન વપ્રિી શ્રોફે િકિવ્ય આપયુાં હત ુાં. પ્રો. ઈરોલ રડસોઝ એ
શ ાંવિ મ ટે લોક આંદોલન ઉભુાં કરિ ની જરૃરરય િ પર ભ ર મકૂિ ાં
જણ વ્યુાં કે મ ણસ હોિ ન ન િે આપણને આપણે જે પગલ ાં અત્ય રે
લઈએ છીએ િેન કોન્ન્સકન્ન્સસનો ખ્ય લ આિી શકે છે. િેથી
ભવિષ્ટ્યમ ાં આપણ ાં મ ટે ઓિરઓલ દ્રલષ્ટ્ટએ શુાં સ રુાં હશે િે ધ્ય નમ ાં
લઈને આપણે પગલ ાં લેિ જોઈએ. આ વસમ્પોવસયમ મ નિ
અવિક રોની ચચ ા મ ટે મહત્િનુાં પલેટફોમા પરુુાં પ ડે છે. િેન થી
મ નિ અવિક રો જાળિી ર ખિ નુાં િથ િે રદશ મ ાં ક યા કરિ નુાં
િળ મળે છે. મ ઈક ન ડીન પ્રો.પ્રીવિ શ્રોફે કહ્યુાં કે એક
િીજાની સાંસ્કૃવિને મ ન સન્મ ન આપીને જ શ ાંવિન મ ગે આગળ
િિી શક ય છે. આજે વિશ્વમ ાં રહિંસ ન ાં અનેક સ્િરૃપો જોિ મળે છે
પણ શ ાંવિનો એક અિ જ રહિંસ ની અનેક િ િો કરિ મજબિુ છે.
ભ રિ સોક ગ ક ઇન વિશ્વેશ ગપુિ એ કહ્યુાં કેેે અરહિંસ મ ટે
વિશ્વભરમ ાં ખ્ય િી િર િિ ગ ાંિીજીન ગજુર િમ ાેં ાં સિાપ્રથમ
િખિ આ વસમ્પોઈઝીયમનુાં આયોજન થયુાં છે િે િ િનો આનાંદ છે.
જ્ય રે એક વ્યન્ક્િ િીજી વ્યન્ક્િન દુખને સમજી િેન પ્રત્યે
સહ નભૂવૂિ ર ખી િેને મદદ કરિ નો પ્રય સ કરે.

વિશ્વ શ ાંવિ મ ટે લોક આંદોલન જરૂરીીઃ દ સ કુ ઈકેડ 
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(GNS) Ahmedabad, 25th The first time the SOKA GAKKAI International 
Institute, known worldwide, is going to be held at the Peace Symposium in 
Ahmedabad. on July 26. At the AMA’s J. B. auditorium at 6.30 pm, eminent 
persons such as Kartikeya Sarabhai, Dr. Bhushan Punani, Pro. Errol Dsouza, 
Dr. Preeti Shroff, Vishesh Gupta, Rashi Ahuja will present their ideas and 
tell about human rights, child development.

First time for peace resolution seminar to be held in 

Ahmedabad

Link -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5i2e
dliIB8&feature=youtu.be

Coverage of Symposium on Doordarshan
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